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Introduction: 

Education quality in third world countries. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Country of Study: Haiti’s Education System

The problem: Lack of access to quality education

Rossi, UDAID (2018) said that, presently the majority of school children in Haiti lack access to quality education, which is a prerequisite for sustained social and economic development and growth. A country survival depends greatly on how well its educational system works for the youth population and their performance in school. The lack of education puts the youth of Haiti in a position that prevents them to be effective contributor to the Haiti’s labor workforce.
 Haitians are a people that love school. They will make any sacrifices necessary to make sure that their children receive proper and adequate education. However, lack of funding, political turmoil, social and economic instability have plagued the country in many ways at different levels including its education system. Additionally, the majority of schools in Haiti is privately owned. Finding the financial means for parents to pay for their children’s tuition is nearly impossible for most of them. The Government and other organizations have been trying to resolve this major problem. 

Hypothesis: 

I feel that Haiti’s education system needs fixing, meanwhile, Nigeria’s education needs improvement, and Singapore has an education system from which both Haiti and Nigeria can learn a lot from. 


Delimitation: 

For the purpose of comparative education and how it works in different countries, this paper will compare three different countries and there are Haiti, Nigeria and Singapore. Each country information be described separately, compare and analyze based on the theory of constructivism. According to David (2015) Constructivism as a paradigm or worldview posits that learning is an active, constructive process. 
Haiti, Nigeria and Singapore have each their own system of education that is based on many factors and their education systems are going to be analyzed in light of these factors. 

Method Used 

According to Brundrett & Rhodes (2013), Methodology, is the broad system or body of practices and procedures that will be employed to investigate a set of phenomena, and methods, the actual analytical approaches that will be employed in the research process. 
In this paper quantitative analysis will be used by comparing the statistical numbers of the three countries. What Is Quantitative Analysis (QA)? According to Kenton (2019), Quantitative analysis (QA) is a technique that seeks to understand behavior by using mathematical and statistical modeling, measurement, and research. Quantitative analysts aim to represent a given reality in terms of a numerical value. Quantitative analysis is employed for several reasons, including measurement, performance evaluation or valuation of a financial instrument, and predicting real-world events, such as changes in a country's gross domestic product (GDP). It is understood that, Quantitative analysis provides analysts with tools to examine and analyze past, current, and anticipated future events. There is going to be a descriptive study of each country. 

This study is going to look at the data for Haiti with background information as it relates to the country statistical numbers. Key challenges will also be identified and analyzed. Social, political and economic influences will be taking into consideration in this study as well. In addition, the researcher is going to analyzing the data from a constructivism approach. A constructivism approach to teaching is where everyone in the learning environment is the bearer of knowledge, ‘constructivist teachers are concerned with process, not products’ and want students’ to construct knowledge for themselves. Constructivist learning is when students ‘assign meaning to data’ thereby it is ‘constructed by human beings. 

Descriptive Study: 

In this descriptive study we are going to describe characteristics of the phenomenon of education in Haiti that we are studying. In this section however we are not trying to answer the questions how, when and why, but rather the “what” question. In other words, what are the characteristics of the education situation in Haiti? It is where we look at the data through its background information provided. The first area is the data. 

Looking at the data: 

Here we are looking at the facts and statistics collected about real problems that Haiti is faced with throughout its education system. 
Background: According to Wikepedia, Haiti has 15,200 primary schools, of which 90% are non-public and managed by communities, religious organizations or NGOs. The enrollment rate for primary school is 88%. Secondary schools enroll 20% of eligible-age children. Higher education is provided by universities and other public and private institutions. International private schools (run by Canada, France, or the United States) and church-run schools educate 90% of students. The educational sector is under the responsibility of the Ministre de l'Éducation Nationale et de la Formation Professionnelle (MENFP). 

Key challenges: 
Rossi, of USAID (2018), provides us with the following information when it comes to the challenges that Haiti is currently in its system of education: 
Low enrollment: Rossi, USAID (2018), Primary school enrollment is roughly 85 percent an improvement from earlier years but still low. The average Haitian, age 25 years or older, has less than 5 years of schooling. School fees can be prohibitively expensive for low-income families. Secondary schools enroll 20% of eligible-age children. World Bank (2017) states, On the supply-side, there (are) simply not enough spaces for children to enroll in free public schools, as four out of five primary schools in Haiti are private.  Tuition, even in the lowest-cost private schools, was prohibitive for poor families, especially for those living in rural areas characterized by poverty rates of 82 percent (77 percent living in extreme poverty). The World Bank (2017) also recorded that, While 90 percent of children aged between 6 and 12 are enrolled in school, they start primary school on average two years later than national goals suggest, and once at school, only 50 percent of students successfully reach sixth grade on time.
Poor literacy rates: Rossi, A U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) early grade reading assessment revealed that roughly 75 percent of children at the end of first grade and nearly half of students finishing second grade could not read a single word. Further, only 61 percent of the adult population is literate. According to Wikipedia, that number 64.3% for males and 57.3% for females. This number is below the 90% average literacy rate for the Caribbean and Latin American Countries. 
Lack of government oversight: Rossi, USAID 92018), Most schools in Haiti receive minimal government oversight and are expensive relative to average earnings. More than 85 percent of primary schools are privately managed by non-governmental organizations (NGOs), churches, communities and for‐profit operators. 
Shortage of qualified teachers: Rossi, USAID (2018), Half of public sector teachers in Haiti lack basic qualifications and almost 80 percent of teachers have not received any pre‐service training. The World Bank (2017) has reported that, Haiti’s education sector faced tremendous challenges post-earthquake, including significantly diminished capacities for responding to them. The losses of schools, teachers, and staff from the Ministry of National Education and Professional Training (Ministère de l’Education Nationale et de la Formation Professionnelle, MENFP) compound the problems of a sector that already faced a shortage of schooling infrastructure, trained teachers, and effective governance mechanisms. 
 
Poverty: According to the World Bank (2017), With a GDP per person of US$673, Haiti is the poorest country in Latin America and the Caribbean and one of the poorest countries in the world. In the last several years, a series of external shocks have hit, including the 2010 earthquake, exacerbating the country’s fragility and reversing the poverty gains achieved since 2001.
In Haiti, 80 percent of the people live on less than $2 a day, which would buy a half-gallon of gas. Poverty in Haiti is the result of poor decisions made by those who possess power and wealth in Haiti and abroad with a surprising absence of idea from the majority of Haitians who are poor. 
However, Rossi, USAID (2018) provide financial supports the Government of Haiti’s education efforts and is committed to improving the quality of, and access to, education for Haitians. Developing a new model for early grade reading and teaching: USAID directly supports approximately 420 schools to improve early grade reading and writing in Haitian Creole and French for Haitian children in the first four grades. USAID activities also train teachers and school staff in modern instruction techniques and involve communities through outreach and partnership programs. 
Ongoing Project
In its effort to improve education in Haiti, World Bank (2017) has undergo a project called “Education for all Project for Haiti in order to improve enrollment, attendance and management public and private and schools in disadvantage areas. The World Bank (2017) through the International Development Association, provided a grant in the amount of US$ 70 million to complement efforts made under the first phase of the program to guarantee access to quality education, improve the management of the system, and increase school attendance. In addition, the Education for All Project:  co-financed by the Canadian government (through the Haitian Reconstruction Fund) and the Global Partnership for Education for a combined total of US$ 119 million. The Caribbean Development Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank also contributed directly to some activities under the program. In total, The project directly benefited more than 900,000 children. 
Rossi, USAID (2018) stated, In order to improve reading level of Haiti’s school students, since 2010, USAID has provided more than 60,000 children and 2,000 teachers with innovative reading curricula that meet international standards for literacy instruction, and trained teachers and administrators on how to implement the curricula for Haitian Creole and French speakers. These critical resources were specifically designed for Haiti to best address unique challenges in the country’s education system. When it comes to the Supply of books and teaching materials, USAID designed, published, and distributed more than 468,000 books and workbooks, 23,800 teacher guides, and over 1,400 posters to first- and second- grade students at more than 1,000 primary schools since 2011. Last, but not least, 
According to the Global Partnership for Education, from January 14 to 16, 2019, the Global Partnership for Education convened members of the Ministry of National Education (MENFP) of Haiti and other technical and financial partners, namely the European Union, UNICEF, UNESCO and the World Bank to a technical workshop in Washington DC. The activity was part of the finalization of the 10-year Education and Training Plan and is an essential step in the partnership between GPE and Haiti, which could lead to new funding of $16.5 million to support educational projects in the country,
Analyzing the Data:
In this section data will be compared and contrast in other words, we are going to point out things that are peculiar to the data, things that appear to be valuable information regarding the data when it comes to Haiti’s Education crisis.
	As the data shows, Haiti’s education system is in poor condition and the disadvantage children are in need of adequate education. The following are important things that show the critical situation that Education is in Haiiti:
School Enrollment:
USAID Report Data:
Primary school: roughly 85 percent –
Age 25 years or older: has less than 5 years of schooling. 
School fees:  expensive for low-income families. 
Secondary schools enrollment: 20% of eligible-age children. 
World Bank Report Data: 
Free Public School Enrollment: Not enough Space – 4 out 5 primary schools are privatized. 
Enrollment for children aged 6-12: 90% but start school two years late. 
Enrollment and grade: Only 50% percent reach sixth grade on time.
Literacy Rate: 
USAID Report Data: 
Reading ability: 75% can’t read a word at the end of 1st grade, and 50% can’t read a word at the end of 2nd grade.
Wikipedia Report Data: 
· Adult literacy rate: 61%
· Gender literacy rate: 64.3% for males and 57.3% for females.
· Literacy Compare and contrast: below the 90% of other Latin American and Caribbean Nations. 
Lack of government oversight: 
Rossi, USAID (2018) Report Data:
· Minimal government oversight 
· Expensive relative to average earnings
· More than 85 percent of primary schools are privately managed by non-governmental organizations (NGOs), churches, communities and for‐profit operators. 
Shortage of qualified teachers: 
Rossi, USAID (2018) Report Data:
· Half of public sector teachers in Haiti lack basic qualifications 
· Almost 80 percent of teachers have not received any pre‐service training. 
The World Bank (2017) Report Data:
· Losses of schools, teachers, and staff from the Ministry of National Education 
· No Professional Training from (Ministère de l’Education Nationale et de la Formation Professionnelle, MENFP) 
· Shortage of schooling infrastructure, trained teachers, and effective governance mechanisms. 
Poverty: 
Rossi, USAID (2018) Report Data:
· 80 percent of the people live on less than $2 a day
· Poverty rates of 82 percent (77 percent living in extreme poverty).
World Bank (2017) Report Data:
· A GDP per person of US$673 per year.
· Haiti is the poorest country in Latin America and the Caribbean and one of the poorest countries in the world. 
· Poverty is the result of poor decisions made by those who possess power and wealth

Ongoing Project:
Rossi, USAID (2018) Report Data: 
· USAID provides financial supports to the Government of Haiti’s education 
· Committed to improving the quality of, and access to, education for Haitians. 
· Developing a new model for early grade reading and teaching: 
· USAID has provided more than 60,000 children and 2,000 teachers with innovative reading curricula that meet international standards for literacy instruction, and trained teachers and administrators.
· Supports approximately 420 schools to improve early grade reading and writing in Haitian Creole and French for Haitian children in the first four grades. 
· Designed, published, and distributed more than 468,000 books and workbooks, 23,800 teacher guides, and over 1,400 posters to first- and second- grade students at more than 1,000 primary schools since 2011.
· USAID activities also train teachers and school staff in modern instruction techniques and involve communities through outreach and partnership programs. 
World Bank (2017) Report Data:
· Has undergo a project called “Education for all Project for Haiti in order to improve enrollment, attendance and management public and private and schools in disadvantage areas. 
· Through the International Development Association, provided a grant in the amount of US$ 70 million to complement efforts. 
· Education for All Project:  co-financed by the Canadian government (through the Haitian Reconstruction Fund) and the Global Partnership for Education for a combined total of US$ 119 million. T
· The Caribbean Development Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank also contributed directly to some activities under the program. In total, The project directly benefited more than 900,000 children. 
Global Partnership for education Report: 
· 10-year Education and Training Plan and is an essential step in the partnership between GPE and Haiti, which could lead to new funding of $16.5 million to support educational projects. 
Explaining the Analysis of the Data
It is shown in the data that all of the major world organizations have negative data about Haiti’s education system beginning with school enrollment (USAID) with a low school enrollment for primary school (which is not normal), low percentage of eligible students for secondary schools, and with adult level of education not more than 5 years of schooling. With World Bank also has it primary schools mostly privatized, children starting primary school at the age of 6 and half of them reaching middle school level on time. 
When it comes to the literacy level of the country, both USAID and Wikipedia have recorded low literacy rate both young and adult; and with males at a higher rate than females. Their literacy rate is also shown to be lower than their Latin American and Caribbean countries counterparts. When it comes to who is in charge of the education system in Haiti, USAID states that there is no governmental control. Education is mostly privatized by religious and other independent organizations. 
	According to the report by both USAID and World Bank, the data also shown that part of Haiti’s education system problems is a lack of qualified teacher with no pre-service and in-service training, losses of schools, teachers and lack of infrastructures. 
	Another major problem with the country’s education system is the high poverty rate. The data by USAID shows the majority of Haitians live on less than $2 a day, with some in extreme poverty. World Bank data shows each person living on less than $700 per year. That is a staggering number. Not only that, the report also states that Haiti is poorest countries when compare to the Latin American and Caribbean countries, which is the results of the poor decisions made by the rich and the wealthy.  
	There is however, some ongoing projects by some world organizations as the data shows to help improve Haiti’s education system, with many of them contributing funds and school supplies and creating some level of infrastructures. 

Conclusion
	There is no question that the data shows that there is a lack of access to education in Haiti. The data clearly shows that low enrollment, low literacy rate, lack of teachers, lack of teacher training, lack of government oversight and staggering high poverty level and corruption by the rich are the causes for the problem of Haiti’s education system. The data also states that Haiti’s literacy rate is worse than the Latin American and Caribbean countries and that it is the poorest of them all. The results of the data support my hypothesis when it comes to the problems that Haiti has with its education system. The lack of government oversight, infrastructure and the corruption by the rich are mostly to blame for Haiti’s education system. Although organizations like USAID, World Bank and Global Partnership are doing their best to help improve Haiti’s education system but, Haiti must solve their internal problems of corruption and lack infrastructure. No one can solve Haiti’s education problem, but Haiti with the help of God through Christ as Ellen G. White (Ch. 8) stated, “In the Teacher sent from God, all true educational work finds its center. White (Ch. 5) added, In the laws committed to Israel, explicit instruction was given concerning education. Haiti needs to turn to God and to His word in order to turn their education system from corruption, lack of infrastructure and government to a God’s established education system. From a constructivism approach, Haiti needs to have an active learning process. It needs to have a constructivism approach to education where true collaboration through meaningful dialogue, and by sharing constructive information both through government agencies and in the classroom. 
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