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Thesis statement: 
All cultures have worldviews with different beliefs and values.  However, from a biblical standpoint, a theology of school leadership is one that has a culture and worldview that begins with God and sees God as the God its culture and by which its worldview is shaped.  It is a worldview that sees the involvement of God in all cultures from the beginning of creation, the fall and redemption.  The main of purpose of any institution and its leadership is to reach and to communicate God’s redemptive grace to all cultures for the advancement of God’s kingdom so that the glory of God may be revealed in all of creation. 

Introduction:


Every nation of the earth has a culture that belongs to itself. Every nation has a culture that is according to their worldview. Different schools and institutions have missions and visions based on their culture and worldview. Each of these cultures has a worldview that includes their basic beliefs and values. Each of these cultures differs from each other in one way or the other.  As Christians and Seventh-day Adventists, in our institutions, whether its church, schools or our hospitals, we have a responsibility to reach every culture. The Bible, as E.G. White (Foundation of C. Education) stated, “making the Bible “a textbook in our schools” meant that the Bible should be the “basis of all education.” The Bible should not be inserted into the curriculum “sandwiched in between infidelity,” to merely “flavor” other studies.
“ as Walsh and Al. (1984) stated, “For Christians, the ultimate criterion for which we judge our world view is the Bible. It is God’s revelation of reality.” What could be more real than the Bible that can help us shape our worldview? Our true worldview can only be shaped by the Bible. E..G. White (Education) further stated, 

“Further, making the Bible “the basis of education” does not mean that it is to be the only textbook for classes such as arithmetic, languages, and geography. The Bible was not given to the human family to be its best encyclopedia, but it does give a worldview that helps to interpret and apply information. Ellen White noted that all academic disciplines, every area of thought, take on “new significance” when seen in the light of the Great Controversy Theme. She meant that all classes must be taught within the framework of the Biblical worldview, that every class should reflect the grand purpose of Christian education—“to restore in man the image of his Maker.”
A school without the Bible as its guide for its leadership does not have a spiritual worldview, but a secular worldview. However, as Christians, since the Bible is our guide in whatever we do, “does that mean we have to impose the culture and worldview of the Jewish nation of the Bible to the people and nations to whom we are reaching with the Gospel through our institutions?  Or, are we to approach the preaching of the Gospel in the context of these cultures and also in the context of God’s culture?  

When talking about culture and worldview, it is important that we know what culture is and what worldview is.  It is also important to know “what God’s view is of culture?”

Development:  

What is culture? According to Hiebert (2004), culture is defined as “the more or less integrated systems of ideas, feelings and values and their associated patterns of behavior and products shared by a group of people who organize and regulate what they think, feel, and do."  Culture here has to do specific kind of ideas, feelings and values that are determined and shared by a group of people.   

And for the definition of worldview, Hiebert (2004) defines it as “the basic assumptions about reality, which lie behind the beliefs and behavior of a culture.”  Here Hierbert is saying worldview is what people assume reality to be.  This assumption is grounded in the kind of belief systems that they practice in one form or the other.  It is the things they do on a daily basis in the way they carry themselves on a social level; this is what describes their behavior within that specific culture. Diekiema (2000) states, “A worldview is a way of thinking about life and the world in its broadest dimension. It incorporates the core beliefs and values that derive from such thinking, and it provides a working perceptual framework for understanding and giving meaning to such thought.” It is important for Christians and institutions to think about life in the way their conduct their life and activities to be biblical beliefs and values. It is the only way for it to have meaning and to have values.

Another definition of culture and worldview is given by Winter and Hawthorn (1992), and according to them, 

“the term culture is the label anthropologists give to the structured customs and underlying worldview assumptions which people govern their lives.  Culture (including worldview) is a people’s way of life, their design for living, their way of coping with their biological, physical, and social environment.”

This definition includes both culture and worldview and it explains that culture and worldview are something that involves the very being and the very life of a people and a nation.  It is what makes them who they are; it is the standard by which they live their life.  It also shows that, it is our worldview that gives us a balance in the biological, physical and social dimension of our life.  As these scholars understand it, worldview is not separate from culture, but included and incorporated in culture; it is the deep level of culture.  To explain it clearly; pattern of behavior is understood to be the surface level of culture; and the worldview assumptions are the deep level of culture. So, according to these definitions there is an integrated aspect between culture and worldview. 

On a worldwide scale culture can be classified as “Western culture” (or worldview) Europe and the Americas; Asian culture, or African culture.  All of these areas have cultures that are very different at each of their particular nations. For example in Asian culture you have Korean culture that is different from Japanese culture, at the same time these cultures are even more different from the Western cultures such as the French, the German, the British, the American etc…  Walsh (1984) says, “ Cultural life, however, is not only rooted in the dominant world view, it also orients life in terms of that world view.” 

When we talk about culture and worldview “what are we referring to specifically?” What is it in the beliefs and values of a culture are we talking about?” what kind of reality about worldview are we talking about?” 

When we talk about culture and worldview, we are talking about language, food, eating, behavior, family life, social life, jobs, occupations, education, money, moral, immoral, sex, attitude, beliefs, religions etc. . . We can say that culture covers the entire spectrum of human life and human society.”  Whatever people do, whatever people think and believe are part of their culture and worldview.  Taking each of the above into a different country or nation you will find so many different behaviors, life style and worldviews.  Walsh says and Al.(1984) stated, “A world view is never merely a vision of life. It is always a vision for life. Indeed, a vision of life, or worldview, that does not actually lead a person or a people in a particular way of life is no world view at all. Our world view determines our values. A worldview, then, provides a model of the world which guides its adherents in the world. It stipulates how the world ought to be, and it thus advises how its adherents ought to conduct themselves in the world.” 

School principals must have a vision for life for their community as it relates to their spiritual and biblical worldview if they want to make a difference in the leadership, staff, students and the parents that they are servicing. They have a spiritual responsibility and biblical calling to adhere to the biblical principles outline in God’s Word as the model of their world view and whom they ought to be in the world. Beck (1991) stated, The Bible, the only divinely authorized source of written information we have, its basic 

Diekiema (2000) stated, “It will be important for Christian colleges and universities to help guide the community of faith through this difficult period by providing perspective and insight, while at the same time seizing every opportunity to influence the academy and intellectual communities toward a fuller understanding of Christian worldviews.” Beck (1991) also stated, “There is a pressing need for academically qualified professors who can integrate their subjects within a biblically based Christian worldview.” That is very true. School institutions at all levels are to be included in this statement. This is paramount for our school leaders to make this a priority in their mission and vision statements. The school leaders as scholars, also have academic freedom to speak and express their worldview according to their biblical understood as Diekiema (2000) stated, “Academic freedom…is a right granted only to teachers and scholars in the academy and by the academy… it is a right and obligation to constantly pursue truth, and to teach and publish it along the way toward the goal of finding ultimate truth.” Diekiema also stated, Academic freedom in the Christian context, then, is anchored in a worldview. Christian worldviews are essential points of departure for academic freedom in Christian colleges and in the broader Christian academy.“ This freedom allows for Christian institutions with their various leaders and scholars to express their Christian worldview as they are called to do through the gospel that they are called to preach in order to reach the world. 

Describing the different characteristics of culture and worldview Winter (1992) says, 

“Culture/worldview provides a total design for living, dealing with every aspect of life and providing people with a way to regulate their lives.  Culture/worldview is a legacy from the past, learned as if it were absolute and perfect.  Culture/worldview makes sense to those within it.  Culture is an adaptive system, a mechanism for coping.  Culture tends to show more or less tight integration around its worldview. Worldview assumptions provide the “glue” with which people hold their culture together.  Worldview assumptions and images underlie our perception of reality and responses to it.”

These characteristics as they are stated represent the role that culture/worldview plays in the life of every individual and nation around the world.  It is what shapes life and provides guidance for life.  It begins with one generation and continues into the next generation and there after.  However it is only those who are part of the respective culture/worldview who learn to appreciate and value it.  The knowledge of a culture is known by all the members of that culture.  The culture that people hold is connected one way or the other with the worldview that they hold about things they do or practice.  Putting it another way, we can say that cultures are tightly connected by social, political, and economic life and by beliefs and values that are commonly shared by people. 

It is in this view point that both culture and worldview can be understood.  This is how culture and worldview should be viewed as an integrated system.  Worldview helps us to understand cultural stability and resistance within an existing culture.  It helps us to understand how change can be resisted in some settings/places as oppose to other places.  It also helps us to understand how culture is passed on from one culture to the next.  Even more explicit in the word of Wolters (1992), 

“worldview functions as a guide to our life.  A worldview functions like a compass or a road map.  It orients us in the world at large, gives us a sense of what is up and what is down, what is right and what is wrong…Our worldview shapes, to a significant degree the way we assess the events, issues and structures of our civilization and our times.”


Based on this definition, we clearly understand that every single activity and every single decision that we make is integrated and affected by our worldview. Then “hHw are we to understand culture and worldview?” What should be the basis of our Christian worldview of culture?  


We are living in a world where, for generations and generations, cultures have been on a decline.  Society cultural norms have been degenerated.  It is on this ground that I firmly believe that a Christian worldview of culture ought to be based or has to have its foundation in scriptures.  E.G. White (1909) Students are challenged “to reach to the highest point of intellectual greatness . . . if balanced by religious principle.” “Dullness and ignorance are no virtue.”  “The highest culture of the mind, if sanctified through the love and the fear of God, receives His fullest approval.”
If Christians believe in sola scriptura principle of the reformation, then scriptures alone is to be our sole authority in shaping our worldview. Our worldview must show a clear demarcation between pagans worldviews and Christians worldview.  If it does not, then it is not a true Christian worldview.   However our Christian worldview must not be so different that it causes us to forget our mission in the cultural world of other worldviews.  We, as Christians, are not to see the world culture and its worldviews as to be so far a part from the reality of God’s created world.   

It is very clear that most Christians share common worldviews about God the Father, Jesus-Christ, the Holy Spirit, of sin and the plan of Salvation; however, within the Christian religion you also have various sects that have different Christian worldviews due to certain differences in theological understanding.  

As the topic of this dissertation, it is important to look at leadership from a spiritual and Christian worldview. There is a need for principals to nurture their staff and students for academic success in a biblical way from a Christian worldview in order to be effective. The job of any spiritual leader whether in the church or in an institutional setting is to bring fallen beings under one worldview, and it is that of God’s worldview though they maybe different worldviews. 

The Christians with other worldviews of seeing everything else as “worldly and secular,” “natural or profane” have a dualistic understanding of worldview of the cosmos (as apposed to the reformation that has an integrated worldview of the cosmos) and therefore have a misconception of the true Christian worldview in the light of the purpose of the Gospel in seeing all cultures/worldviews in the light of God created world and to reach all of them for God into His kingdom and for His glory in all of creation.  Principals and other schools leaders have a great task of being able to function within their various social communities under this dualistic understanding of worldview.

Having said that, “how are we to examine culture/worldview in the light of creation, the fall and the plan of redemption?” 

In Genesis 1, we have learned that God created the heaven and the earth and He created man and woman in His image and placed them in the garden to subdue it and to develop it.  According to Walsh and Middleton (1984), “in the words of the New American Standard Bible, we are to cultivate the garden.  Culture is the result of cultivation.  Both culture and cultivate refer essentially to our human interactions with the world.”  One of the main objectives of principals is to be able to cultivate the culture of different worldviews and to be able to present the biblical worldview as a mean to guide all their activities and motives in the community where they are placed. According to Wolters (1992), 

“There is nothing in human life that does not belong to the created order.  Everything we are and do is thoroughly creaturely. . .the earthly creation and man’s task of subduing and developing it, those purified works on the earth must surely include the products of human culture.

It is certain that God who created the world and established it.  It is He who created laws to rule and control the physical and the biological life including humans.  It is from Him that all the activities of human life started.  In Genesis 1 and 1 Tim. 4:4-5, Scripture says, everything God created is good and He still controls or regulates them.  The positive law of God still regulates the order of creation and the affair of human life in all cultures in the world.  Nash (1992) states it clearer when he writes,

“According to the Christian worldview, God is the ground of the laws that govern the physical universe and that make possible the order of the cosmos.  God is also the ground of the moral laws that ought to govern human behavior and that make possible order between humans and within humans.”
There is no question, in our institutions, what needs to be the guiding light to how we lead and conduct business in our schools is by our understanding to know that everything that we do and say must be governed by our godly spiritual worlview. E.G. White (Fundamentals of Christian Ed.) stated, “The Bible constitutes the basis and reference point of school endeavors. The entire curricular and co-curricular program reflects the worldview and the principles revealed in the Scriptures.” In 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 Paul says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”

Though God’s law regulates the order of creation and the affair of human life, we are not, however, to forget the fact that the Bible teaches that Adam and Eve fell into sin after they were created; and that has changed and affected all of God’s creation including man’s role in being in charge of the garden to subdue and to develop it or humanize it and have his own culture in it.  The earthly creation of God is fully covered with sin and the effect of sin can be seen in all of forms of cultural societies.  It brings cultural distortion in all of God’s earthly creation in the form of corruption, fornication, adultery, theft, etc… In the word of Paul in Romans 8:19-22 it is the entire creation that is subjected to vanity, and it is the entire creation that will be free from the bondage of sin by Jesus-Christ.  


This declaration by Paul seems to imply that all cultures with their worldviews are subjected to sin and bondage and therefore all cultures, regardless where they are, are to be free from the bondage of sin in Jesus-Christ as God intended to be.  There is one clear point that should be made is that: Sin did not remove what God had intended for creation.  Sin is completely foreign to God’s intended purpose for His creation and for His creatures.  Though cultures have corruptions and pervasions, but it is not God’s intended purpose and therefore it is God’s plan to work in all cultures in order to remove sin which affected all cultures after the fall.  


Since all cultures are perverted and corrupted with sin; then all cultures need to be redeemed by God in the redeeming blood of Jesus-Christ.  It is, in other words, all of God’s creation that is in need of redemption.  It is Paul who says God, through Jesus-Christ wants to reconcile all things to himself (Col. 1:20).  God determines to reconcile whatever is in creation, whatever is in the world, whatever culture, whatever worldview; to Himself so that everything in creation will be subjected to Him and redeemed by Christ.  Just like pastors, principals have a spiritual leadership role to save and redeem the world within the community where the schools are.  Students and parents that are coming to the school have different cultures and see the world differently. It is the principals’ responsibility to the sinners that are coming to save them within their culture. Wolters (1992), describing Christ’s redemption, states,

“The scope of redemption is as great as that of the fall; it embraces creation as a whole.  The root cause of all evil on earth – namely, the sin of the human race – is atoned for and overcome in Christ’s death and resurrection, and therefore in principle his redemption also removes all of sin’s effects.”
E.G. White says, Ellen White reiterated often that the “all-important thing” in education “should be the conversion” of students.

As it is clearly stated above by Wolters; just as creation and the fall embrace the entire world, and so is redemption.  Another way to put it is: the creation involves all cultures, the fall involves all cultures, and so redemption also involves all cultures just the same.  God’s plan of salvation is to save all cultures in all of His creation for His kingdom and His glory in all of creation.  


It should also be the main purpose of all academic institutions to save people of every nation of every culture, it matters not what their worldviews are, but to use God’s biblical worldview to save them within their cultural worldview through Jesus-Christ to the glory of God in all of His creation.
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